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be taken over ready-made from parents, teachers, companions,
and others.
A study of Communist leaders in Russia, made by Jerome
Davis, who formerly taught at Yale University, finds no less than
25 influences determining revolutionary attitudes. Teachers, fel-
low-students and fellow-workers, books, and the family were
most important. Frequent persecution also had helped implant
attitudes, as had occasional shocking experiences. Three-quarters
of the Communist leaders began their radical activity by the age
of 21.
The genesis of children's racial attitudes was studied by the
sociologist Bruno Lasker. By far the strongest influence is the
unconscious adopting of prejudices from parents and others, he
found. Slighting names, like "kike" or "nigger," are picked up
quickly by a child, as are intolerance and actual persecution if
they prevail in his social group.
Measuring Attitudes
Three techniques commonly are used to measure attitudes and
opinions. (Psychologists consider an opinion the expression of an
attitude; opinions may not reveal true attitudes-, but the latter
rarely can be studied directly.) One method is the poll, or cen-
sus, recently used on a nation-wide scale by George Gallup and
others studying opinion on current questions. Another is the
questionnaire containing several items on a subject such as race
prejudice, conservatism, or pacifism. The experimenter weighs
and scores questions, arriving at a final quantitative score. Louis
L. THURSTONE, of the University of Chicago, improved this
technique by preparing tests scientifically so that fewer but more
representative questions are used, on a scale running from strong-
est "like" to strongest "dislike." Hundreds of studies based on
these three methods reveal interesting facts about our attitudes*
How we feel toward other races and nationalities was shown
by EMORY S. BOGARDUS in a "social distance test."American sub-